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DG Tim's Monthly Message — September

Greetings Fellow Rotarians,

As September unfolds, we are reminded that each new month brings an opportunity to
serve, to reflect, and to inspire. This month, dedicated to Basic Education and Literacy,

invites us to champion the power of learning and its transformative impact on individuals
and communities alike. From distributing resources like dictionaries to supporting local
libraries, mentorship programs, and scholarships, every action we take fosters growth,

understanding, and opportunity.

September also reminds us of the importance of connection and belonging. Every Rotary
Club has its own personality, strengths, and culture. By listening, sharing

ideas and experimenting with new initiatives, we create environments where members
feel valued, engaged, and empowered to invite others to join our mission

of service above self. As we envision the year ahead, consider how your club can ignite
learning and literacy in your community — for children, adults, families, and those facing

barriers to opportunity.

Ask yourself:

* Could you mentor someone or share your knowledge?
* Could you donate supplies or resources to nurture education?

* Could you partner with schools, libraries, or literacy-focused nonprofits?
* Could you tell your story in a way that motivates action and service?
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The path to impactful service often begins with a small, deliberate step. Every act of
kindness, guidance, and support contributes to a larger cycle of community

empowerment
and hope. As we commit to these acts, we honor the essence of Rotary: Service Above

Self, with learning and fellowship as guiding lights.

Let this September be a month to celebrate our collective efforts, to inspire each other,
and to unite for good — strengthening our clubs, enriching our communities, and lifting

the
spirit of service in every heart we touch.

In Rotary Service and Gratitude,
Timothy A. Lee

Rotary District 6360
District Governor 2026-27

317.502.9634
FaceBook: amyandtimlee

Capstone Legacy Event Highlights

Pictured above: Gilmore Car Museum dining venue
On August 6, 2026, District 6360 came together to celebrate the Capstone Celebration at
The Launch Your Legacy Campaign. Over 160 dedicated Rotarians and guests attended
the gala-esque event, culminating with a Champagne toast, at the Gilmore Car Museum.
The Launch Your Legacy event for The Rotary Foundation (TRF) was an overwhelming
success, and the campaign generated $6.8 Million for TRF. The donors included outright
major gifts, Bequests of more than $10,000, Legacy gifts of $1,000,000+, numerous
Major Donors, and six new Arch Klumph Society memberships of $250,000. The
campaign started as a Million Dollar Dinner inspired by Past Rotary International President
Stephanie Urchick, and a personal challenge by 2024-25 District Governor Mark Odland.
The Million Dollar Dinner was too small for our top performing District, and a new target
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of $3.5 Million was agreed upon with the promise that Mark Odland would get a Rotary-
themed tattoo should the $3.5 Million goal be reached by June 30, 2025. When D6360
finished just shy of the $3.5 Million goal by June, 30, 2025, saving PDG Mark from a visit
to the tattoo parlor, the campaign was extended until August 6, 2026, and a new $5
Million goal was established.

Co-hosts DG Tim and Amy Lee DG Tim, PDG Mark Odland, Mike Stout, RI
Director Marty Helman — award presentation.

The $6.8 Million raised during the Launch Your Legacy Campaign will provide funds for
generations of Global Grants, funds held in Trusts that will generate perpetual earnings to
fund District and Global Grants, and current funds to support our work to eradicate Polio.

A special thank you to the donors who stepped forward to accomplish this amazing feat,
$6.8 Million. The Capstone Event was made possible by Title/Host Sponsors: PDG Mark
and LaRae Odland and DG Timothy and Amy Lee; Event Sponsors: PDG Jackie and DGN
Mike Huie, AG Jon and Beth Lundy, President Ginny and David Dell, and PDG Rick and
Penny Briscoe; and Table Sponsors: DGE Chris Lewis, PDG Margie and Gene Haas, and
Gull Lake Area Rotary Club.

Pictured above: Young Leader Coordinator Margie Haas, Youth Exchange Counselor, Marvinetta Woodley-
Pen, Outbound Exchange student, Kylie Ruiz, Youth Exchange Officer, Rick Briscoe, and DG Tim Lee.

Also featured during the Capstone Legacy event was a presentation to our Young
Leader's Outbound Student, Kylie Ruiz, who travels to Argentina on Monday, Sept. 7th.
Kylie is sponsored by the Kalamazoo Rotary Club. She was presented with a Rotary Youth
Exchange Blue Blazer and District 6360 lapel pins, as an Official District 6360 RYE
Outbound Student. She has completed all of her orientation requirements to prepare for
her year in Argentina.

Please click here to open a Google Drive share folder to see more pictures from the
Legacy Event.

Read More

DisCon2027 at Crystal Mountain
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Click on the image above to launch the video.

DACdb registration will open soon.
Read More

DisCon 2027 Sponsorship opportunities
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Read More

Membership Growth for August
Submitted by Mike Gallagher, District Membership Committee

https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=354347


Read More

District 6360 Membership Growth by Club

https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=350735


Public Image Committee seeking members
Submitted by DGE Chris Lewis



Are you passionate about storytelling, marketing, or helping organizations shine in their
communities? The Rotary District 6360 Public Image Committee is looking for engaged
and creative individuals to join our team. We meet monthly to collaborate on strategies
that strengthen the public image of our clubs and the district as a whole, while also
supporting individual clubs in building and elevating their own visibility and impact. If you
have ideas, energy, and a desire to help Rotary grow its presence and tell its story more
effectively, we’d love to have you involved. To express your interest or learn more, please
email chrislewis.rotary@gmail.com.

Marty Helman, RI Director, continues Impact Tour



Leadership Learning Sessions

One of the great things about Rotary is that there is always another way to get involved.
Your Rotary club is where the work begins, but there are also opportunities to take what
you’ve learned, share your talents, and make an impact across our entire district.



If you’ve ever wondered what it would be like to get involved beyond your club, now is a
great time to explore what’s possible. You don’t have to know exactly what role you want
to take on—you just need to be curious and willing to learn.
We have three upcoming webinars designed to give you a behind-the-scenes look at
some of the ways you can serve at the district level:

 Assistant Governor — Sept. 11 - 12PM
Enjoy connecting with people, supporting other clubs, and helping Rotarians succeed?
Discover what it means to serve as an Assistant Governor and become a resource and
connector for clubs throughout the district. REGISTER HERE

 District Treasurer — Sept. 14 - 12PM - Featuring District Treasure Gregg
Guetschow.
Interested in finances, organization, or helping Rotary operate effectively? Learn what it
takes to serve as a District Treasurer and the skills you can bring to this important role.
REGISTER HERE

 Learning Facilitator — Sept. 25 - 12PM
Do you enjoy teaching, presenting, facilitating conversations, or helping others grow?
Learn how Learning Facilitators help Rotarians develop their skills and make the most of
their Rotary experience. REGISTER HERE
These webinars aren't a commitment to serve in one of these roles. They are an
opportunity to learn.
You may discover a role that is a perfect fit for you. You may discover something
completely different. Or you may simply come away with a better understanding of how
Rotary works beyond your own club.
Either way, I encourage you to take a chance, sign up for a session, and see where your
Rotary journey might take you next.
Your club needs you. Our district needs you. And Rotary needs people who are
willing to step forward, learn something new, and make a difference.
I hope you'll consider joining us!
Yours in Rotary,
Chris Lewis, DGE

District 6360 Seeking new District Treasurer

http://�https//Registrations.DACdb.com/Register/index.cfm?EventID=77950852
http://�https//Registrations.DACdb.com/Register/index.cfm?EventID=77950850
https://registrations.dacdb.com/Register/index.cfm?EventID=77951943


Contact DG Tim Lee for additional information.

A special learning session discussing the District Treasurer's role will be held virtually on
Sept. 14 at 12PM - featuring District Treasurer Gregg Guetschow.

Interested in finances, organization, or helping Rotary operate effectively? Learn what it
takes to serve as a District Treasurer and the skills you can bring to this important role.

REGISTER HERE

Read about the District Treasurer's duties and responsibilities below.
Read More

Bikes For Malawi Update

mailto:timlee0910@hotmail.com?subject=District%20Treasurer
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Read More

New Public Image Team

https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=353017


Do people outside of Rotary know about it?
Public Image is more than social media posts, newsletters, websites, or press releases. It
is how we tell the story of Rotary. It is how we help our communities understand who we
are, what we do, and why Rotary continues to matter. And when we tell that story well,
we don't just increase awareness—we create opportunities for people to connect with
Rotary, support Rotary, and ultimately become part of Rotary.
That is why we are building a new District 6360 Public Image Team, and I would
love for you to consider being part of it.
We are looking for Rotarians with a variety of interests, experiences, and skills to help us
strengthen how we communicate across the district. You don't need to be a marketing
professional or communications expert. If you enjoy telling stories, creating content,
working with technology, taking photos or videos, writing, or connecting with people,
there is a place for you on this team.
Some of the areas where we are looking for team members include:

Videography – Helping capture Rotary in action and tell our stories through
video
Public Relations – Building relationships with the media and helping clubs share
news with their communities
Communications Team – Developing messages and resources that connect
Rotarians across our district
Website & DACdb – Keeping our digital presence informative, engaging, and
useful
Newsletter – Sharing club successes, district news, resources, and opportunities
Social Media – Developing platform-specific teams to strengthen our presence
on Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn, and other channels

Most importantly, I want this to be a team where we can experiment, collaborate, learn
from one another, and have some fun along the way. You don't have to do everything. In
fact, you don't even have to know exactly where you fit yet. Bring your interests, your
ideas, and your enthusiasm for Rotary, and we'll find ways for you to contribute.
The projects happening throughout District 6360 deserve to be seen. The Rotarians



making them happen deserve to have their stories told. And the people in our
communities who are looking for a way to connect, serve, and make a difference deserve
the opportunity to discover Rotary.
Help us tell that story.
If you are interested in joining the District 6360 Public Image Team—or simply want to
learn more about where you might fit—We would love to hear from you. Come to a
District 6360 Public Image Committee meeting on August 27, from 7-8 PM. At this
meeting we will talk more about things that we can do together to support all the clubs in
our district, even better than we ever have before! REGISTER HERE:
https://umich.zoom.us/j/93183805957?pwd=1Rn8kIjLsrQab3CPu6365NbIyIO00a.1
Together, we can help more people not only see Rotary, but understand the impact
Rotary makes every day.

Yours in Rotary,
Chris Lewis
Public Image Co-Chair
Rotary District 6360

Haslett Okemos Club Hero Luncheon

https://umich.zoom.us/j/93183805957?pwd=1Rn8kIjLsrQab3CPu6365NbIyIO00a.1


Malawi Lighting Project





Read More

DACdb Learning Sessions

https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=354345


If you haven't already, please register for the upcoming virtual meetings for the DACdb
Learning Sessions. These sessions will be tailored to your needs and questions and help
you understand how to use the DACdb system to manage your club. All sessions start at
7:00PM and are on the Zoom platform. The zoom links are available on each registration
page.

Register NOW for DACdb Learning Sessions: Together We Learn - VIRTUAL for
Sept 22nd - Topic 'Website Calendar, District and Club File Storage'

Register NOW for DACdb Learning Sessions: Together We Learn - VIRTUAL for
Oct 27th - Topic 'EZStories and EZ Bulletins'

Register NOW for DACdb Learning Sessions: Together We Learn - VIRTUAL for
Nov 24th - Topic 'Club Leadership set up, RI Integration and Committee set up'

Register NOW for DACdb Learning Sessions: Together We Learn - VIRTUAL for
Jan 26, 2027 - Topic 'DACdb Ignite, Financial'

If you have any questions, please contact DAA Gwen

Membership Growth & Club Experience - NEW TOOL
Prepared by Brian King

Director of Membership Growth & Club Experience
Rotary International

 Membership Growth & Club Experience

To: 2026-27 Rotary and Rotaract Club Presidents and Membership Chairs
cc: 2026-27 District Governors, Assistant Governors, District Membership Chairs, District
Membership Engagement Subcommittee Chairs, District Rotaract Representatives, RI
Directors and Directors-elect, Rotary Membership Coordinators, District Rotary Public
Image chairs, Rotary Club Public Image Chairs

As the new Rotary year gets underway, we know that attracting, engaging, and retaining
members remains a top priority. To support these efforts, we encourage you to take

https://www.dacdb.com/login.cfm?EventID=77928961&UserID={%UserID%}
https://www.dacdb.com/login.cfm?EventID=77928962&UserID={%UserID%}
https://www.dacdb.com/login.cfm?EventID=77928963&UserID={%UserID%}
https://www.dacdb.com/login.cfm?EventID=77928965&UserID={%UserID%}
mailto:rotarydistrict6360@gmail.com?subject=DACdb%20Learning%20Sessions


advantage of a tool designed specifically to help with these important membership goals.
The Club Experience Concierge is a quick and interactive guide you can use to explore
ways to improve members’ satisfaction by understanding their expectations and reflecting
them in your club culture. Start by choosing one element of the club experience to
prioritize, and then select from a variety of recommendations and resources that can help
make your club irresistible.

I hope this guide helps you implement practical solutions to attract, engage, and retain
more members. Write to us at membership@rotary.org if you have any questions.

Thank you for prioritizing a meaningful club experience.

Literacy Club — We need passionate Rotarians

Are you passionate about literacy, reading, and helping others discover the power of
books? District 6360 is exploring the creation of a new Rotary Club centered on literacy
and a shared love of reading. We are seeking Rotarians who would like to help shape and
develop this innovative club model. This is not a request for anyone to leave their current
club; rather, it is an opportunity to collaborate in creating a new way to engage people
both within and beyond our region around one of Rotary's key areas of focus. If you are
interested in being part of the planning and the formation process, please complete this
interest form: https://forms.gle/ PshvhWDwQQNrh3G59.

A message from DGN Mike Huie

https://msgfocus.rotary.org/c/12DHcQk0p1XdPwwf31qljsBqd0wUQC
https://msgfocus.rotary.org/c/12DHcQmHxWFEjV8cUfuRjVGY9Oc50H
mailto:membership@rotary.org
https://forms.gle/PshvhWDwQQNrh3G59


Hey District 6360 Membership Enthusiast, We are looking for someone willing to take
over my role next year as district membership chair as I will be DGE then. I would like to
spend time this year getting someone up to speed prior. If you are interested in service in
this way, let me know and we can have a call to discuss it. If you know someone in your
club that would like to know more, have them reach out as well. Thanks!!

Rotary PSAs
Submitted by DGE Chris Lewis

Rotary International has invested in powerful Public Service Announcements (PSAs) that
showcase our members as People of Action and highlight the lasting impact Rotary is
making around the world. Since the campaign launched in 2020, Rotary PSAs have
reached millions of people through television, radio, and print, generating tens of millions
of dollars in donated media value. Now it's your turn to help bring these stories to your
community. Join Ben Miller from Rotary International for an inside look at Rotary's PSA
program. You'll learn how local television, radio, and print outlets can access Rotary's
professionally produced public service announcements, where to find campaign assets,
and how district and club leaders can work with local media to expand Rotary's visibility.
Whether you're a Public Image Chair, club leader, or simply passionate about telling
Rotary's story, you'll leave with practical ideas and resources to help your community see
Rotary in action. For more information, click here.

Michigan Waterways CEO Mike Stout Receives Award

https://www.cognitoforms.com/RotaryZone34/_202608PIWebinarExpandingOurReachUsingRotarysPSAs


Pictured: RI Director Marty Helman, DG Tim Lee, PDG Mark Odland, and Mike Stout.

Mike Stout, founder and president of Michigan Waterways Stewards, received Rotary
International’s Award for Excellence in Service to Humanity, an honor presented to fewer

than 150 individuals worldwide each year.
Since 2022, Stout and Michigan Waterways Stewards have mobilized more than 4,200
volunteers across 20 Michigan communities, completing 333 stewardship projects and
removing nearly 250,000 pounds of litter, trash and debris from Michigan waterways.
The award was presented by Rotary District 6360 at the Capstone Legacy Event on

August 6th at the Gilmore Car Museum in Hickory Corners.
Read more about Mike and Michigan Waterways Stewards being featured in

the Gun Lake Area Living Magazine below.
Read More

Young Leaders' Corner - Young Leader Programs

https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=354342


Read More

Young Leaders: Interact Advisors Needed

https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=354187


Attention High School Interact Advisors!
The District 6360 Interact advisory council is seeking new members for next year’s

council. Please send your nominees to Kim Lewis. We’d like you to join us for another
awesome year with lots of fun for the young people!

Young Leaders Corner — Rotary Student Program

mailto:kimstevelewis@gmail.com?subject=Interact%20Advisors


Young Leaders' Corner — RYLA Task Force



Young Leaders' Corner — Rotary Youth Exchange News



Read More

Young Leaders' Corner - Short Term Exchange Program

https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=354259


Read More

RI Convention in Spain

https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=354260


Experience global connection in Barcelona — Registration opens on 17
September.

Connect with people of action from around the world at the 2027 Rotary International
Convention in Barcelona, Spain.
Share innovative projects, exchange ideas, and form connections that open new
perspectives. Through interactive breakout sessions, influential speakers, and meaningful
exchanges with fellow change makers, you’ll explore fresh ways to Create Lasting Impact
in your community and beyond.
In Barcelona, Rotary’s global family will come together for an exceptional experience
focused on learning, collaboration, and discovery. From the energy of the convention floor
to the Host Organization Committee’s Signature Events, the city itself becomes a
convention feature, offering iconic architecture, rich artistic culture, and the relaxed
charm of the Mediterranean coast.
Join us in Barcelona, Spain, 26–30 June, and be part of a shared experience that drives
lasting change – in the world and within yourself! Click here for more info.
Read More

District Leaders: Register now for our 2026 One Rotary/15 Nations
Cancun Summit

https://convention.rotary.org/en-us/
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=353025


Click here to register for the institute. Click here to reserve your room.

Gwen's Pen - September

Gwen's Pen - Reminder about the District Newsletter
You may notice this month that there are two issues being published in the District
Newsletter.

https://4grj2.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/WCPzyXJTZ7390vrWHb8hb7SHTygXAfR4/tJGaWNnMsRax
https://portal.clubrunner.ca/50077/events/one-rotary-cancun-summit


The first issue should normally go out on the first of the month (as long as the first isn't a
holiday or fall on the weekend.) The first issue will be focused on District news. These
stories will primarily be about District committees, events, and opportunities. The second
issue will be published on the 15th of each month (again depending upon if that date falls
on a weekend or holiday.) The second issue will focus on the District Clubs — their
activities, fund-raisers and stories, for example.
If an appropriate submission is sent three days before the intended publication date, the
story will be published. Please remember to convert your pdf files to jpeg or png files.
This really helps to minimize the amount of time required to configure the newsletters.
If you are in doubt about which issue your submission should be directed to, email me at
rotarydistrict6360@gmail.com. All the submissions should be emailed to that address, and
please use the subject line:"issue month" Newsletter. This will help to keep the many
submissions organized.

My favorite time of year is a few weeks away. At last, the cool nights and crisp air of
FALL!

Start pulling out those sweaters, my friends, and enjoy our beautiful Michigan seasons!

rotarydistrict6360@gmail.com
Contact me if you have any questions about my stories. I am here to help you!

Read More

How to submit newsletter stories

District newsletters are intended to be published on the 1st (District focused
issue) and 15th (Club focused issue) of each month — except for weekends

and holidays.

If you have an item you’d like to submit for the newsletter, please submit it at least three
days prior to the publication date. Submissions should be sent to:

RotaryDistrict6360@gmail.com
Subject line: "month" Newsletter submission

We welcome graphics! Please make sure that the graphics are in the PNG, or GIF format.
All word documents or PDFs need to be converted to PNG or JPG formats.

If you need to convert a document or file, visit a website like Canva to utilize free file
converters. Click here to open Canva.

Please note: do not email photos or graphics directly from your smartphone.
There are hidden metadata (EXIF which affects orientation data) that does not convert
easily without time and effort on my part. Please save the photo images to your laptop

and send them as a jpg or a png.

Items can be news from your club, projects, events, and fun things!

https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=332363
mailto:RotaryDistrict6360@gmail.com
https://www.canva.com/features/image-converter/


Thanks for helping make our District newsletter entertaining and newsworthy!

Events

September 3rd, 7:00-8:00 PM
Social Media Management

September 5th, 8:30-9:30 AM
AG Monthly Zoom Meeting with DG Tim

September 6th, 4:00-5:00 PM
Pizza Party at Coldwater Township

September 8th, 9:00-10:00 AM
DCO Monthly Meeting

September 9th, 7:00-8:00 PM
Club Presidents-Elect Monthly Zoom Meeting

September 10th, 7:00-8:00 PM
Club President Monthly Zoom Meeting with DG Tim

September 10th, 7:30-8:00 PM
Foreign Exchange Student Information Zoom Meeting

September 11th, 12:00-1:00 PM
District Leadership Position Learning Sessions — ASSIST.
GOVERNOR

September 13th, 7:00-8:00 PM
DG Line/DAA Monthly Zoom Meeting with DG Tim

September 14th, 12:00-1:00 PM
District Leadership Position Learning Sessions —
TREASURER

September 16th, 8:00
Zone Institute Summit

September 16th, 6:30-7:30 PM
DISC Virtual Meeting

September 22nd, 7:00-8:00 PM
DACdb Learning Sessions: Together We Learn — VIRTUAL

September 24th, 4:30-7:00 PM
The Rotary Club of Lansing invites members to the MSU
Broad Museum Event.

September 24th, 7:30-8:00 PM
Foreign Exchange Student Host Club and Host Family Info
Meeting

September 25th, 12:00-1:00 PM
District Leadership Position Session — LEARNING
FACILITATOR

District website https://www.district6360.com/ District Facebook https://www.facebook.com/RotaryDistrict6360/
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